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enlarged : Mittinta of Ashdod, Baddiya of Ekron, and Ismibel of Gaza. The 
reason assigned by Sennacherib for leaving Hezekiah in possession of Jerusa- 
lem, cannot, unfortunately, be 'made out in either of the copies of the inscrip- 
tion. It is certain, however, that Hezekiah still refused to submit, and as it is 
also evident, from the close of the 10th chapter of Isaiah, that the Assyrians 
must have approached very near to the city (a strong argument being thus 
furnished in favour of the truth of Sennacherib's statement, that he carried off 
the whole population from around Jerusalem), the inference seems to be in- 
evitable, that the capital could only have been saved by the miraculous inter- 
position of the Almighty. Sennacherib's annals do not of course allude to a 
discomfiture produced by pestilence and panic ; but the summary way in 
■which he closes his account of the campaign, merely stating that he returned 
to Nineveh with his spoil, would be alone sufficient to indicate some disaster 
to his army. It is also important to add that he was unable, during the follow- 
ing year, owing apparently to the severe check he had sustained, to undertake 
any operations of magnitude, and that, so far as has been yet ascertained, he 
does not appear, at any subsequent period of his reign, to have ventured to 
lead his armies across the Euphrates into Syria." — pp. xxxv, xxrvi, xxxvii. 

Col. Rawlinson adopts from the Greeks the length of reign which 
they give to Sennacherib, eighteen years, and consequently places 
his death B. 0. 698. Between this event and the taking of Nineveh 
by the Medes, B. C. 606, three kings reigned, called Asur-akh-as, or 
Assur-akh-adana, the Esar-haddon of Scripture, Assur-adon-pal, or 
Sardanapalus III, as Col. Rawlinson's makes him, who supposes Pul 
to have been also called Sardanapalus, and one whose name Col. 
Eawlinson's cannot as yet read. e. e. s. 



IV. Late Discoveries in Persia and Mesopotamia. 

The following paragraphs from a letter to the Corr. Sec. from the 
Rev. Dr. Justin Perkins, missionary in Orumiah, dated July 2, 1852, 
will be read with interest. 

" A very pleasant visit which we have just received from the members of 
the English Expedition commissioned to assist in surveying and setthng the 
boundary between Turkey and Persia, furnished me with some facts of anti- 
quarian interest, and reminded me that your last letter is still unacknowledged. 

" Col. Williams, the head of this Expedition, and Mr. Loftus, the geologist 
connected with it, have made some intensely interesting discoveries at 8usa — 
which they have no doubt is Shushan — one of the residences of the ancient 
Persian kings, Artaxerxes, Darius, etc. They have excavated extensive ruins 
of a marble palace, covered with sculptures and cuneiform inscriptions, the 
the same slab often containing the three-fold form, of Babylonian, Median and 
PersepoUtan writing. On these slabs are the names of the Persian kings above 
mentioned, in these three characters. The palace itself seems to have been 
the counterpart of that of Persepolis — as we might say, a copy of it. The 
marble pillars, sixty feet in length, were broken and crumbled in falling, and 
many portions of them had been dug out and carried off by the inhabitants, to 
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he burnt into lime ; but most of their pedestals are BtUl standing, though quite 
buried under ground ; and on these pedestals were most of the sculptures and 
inscriptions taken by Mr. Loftus. These sculptures and inscriptions, transferred 
to moistened brown paper placed upon them, were very successfully and accu- 
rately preserved ; and they gave me a more vivid impression on the whole 
subject of antiquities than any thing I have ever seen, except the scenes I wit- 
nessed, with unspeakable delight, mingled with awe and admiration, while 
■walking among the marble palaces of ancient JMineveh. 

" The great similarity between the palaces of Susa and Persepolis, will not 
appear strange, when we have in mind the practice of modern kings of Persia, 
to occupy similarly built palaces in different and often distant portions of the 
empire, at different seasons of the year, thus avoiding the extreme heats of 
summer and the cold of winter. 

" Near the ruins of Susa, is the reputed tomb of Daniel, a humble brick 
dome, resorted to, from time immemorial, by almost numberless Jewisli pU- 
grims. Of course, due weight must be given to this immemorial tradition. 

" Mr. Loftus has also made interesting discoveries, in the Bactiaree moun- 
tains, of inscriptions, which he has in like manner copied. He thinks that he 
has also found the Ur of the Chaldees, the home of Abraham, in lower Meso- 
potamia, where there are mounds forty or forty-five feet high, formed entirely 
of earthen coffins, (and their contents,) the interior of which is glazed. I am 
not sufficiently confident that I correctly remember the modern name of this 
locality to give it to you. All these discoveries will of course in due time be 
given to the world in a proper form, and I forbear to run the risk of marring 
their interest, by attempting any particular description of them, which would 
necessarily be very imperfect. Copies of many of the inscriptions are already 
in the hands of Col. Rawlinson, and specimens have been sent to the British 
Museum. 

" The day seems thus to have come, for this old Eastern world to yield up 
its long buried, but priceless treasures, to the research of antiquarians ; as the 
more newly discovered portions of the earth are revealing their mineral riches, 
and science and art are daily astonishing and blessing mankind with their 
triumphs. These all, we trust, are to act as the handmaids of the Gospel, and 
contribute materially to hasten the time when the light of the moon shall be 
as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun, seven-fold." 



V. Baeth and OvEEWEa Expedition to Centkal Africa. 

From the London Athenmum, Nos. 1309, 1314, 1315, we gather 
some particulars of the progress of this important Expedition. In 
the latter part of 1851, an attempt was made to explore Borgu and 
Waday, on the East of Lake Tsad, under the protection of an army 
sent out by the Sultan of Bornu ; but the army being soon met by 
the enemy and defeated, the travellers barely escaped with their lives 
and instruments. Soon after this, under the cover of another foray 
made by the Sultan of Bornu, the country of Mandara, to the 
South of Bornu, was visited, and found to be " most fertile and rich." 
The foray lasted through December, 1851, and January, 1852. Be- 
tween the end of March and the end of May, 1852, Dr. Overweg 



